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The surveys below are for U.S. persons owning entities in a foreign country.  
 
 

 SURVEY FORM DESCRIPTION WHO MUST FILE 

I. Quarterly 
Survey of 
U.S. Direct 
Investment 
Abroad 

BE-577 
 

This form is filed for: 
 
1) each directly owned foreign affiliate that has total 
assets, annual sales or gross operating revenues excluding 
sales taxes, or annual net income after paying foreign 
income taxes of more than $60 million (positive or 
negative) at any time during the affiliate’s fiscal reporting 
year, and  
 
2) each indirectly owned foreign affiliate that meets the 
$60 million threshold and that has an intercompany debt 
balance with the U.S. reporter that exceeds $1 million. 
 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 
 
 
 
 

  BE-577 
Certificate 
of 
Exemption 

This section of the BE–577 form is filed if a foreign affiliate 
meets the following criteria for exemption:  

 
1) The foreign affiliate’s total assets, annual sales or gross 

operating revenues, and annual net income (not just 
the U.S. reporter’s share) were equal to or less than $60 
million (positive or negative) for the most recent 
financial reporting year. 
 

2) The U.S. ownership in the foreign affiliate is held 
indirectly and neither the foreign affiliate’s end-of-
quarter payables to the U.S. reporter nor the foreign 
affiliate’s end-of-quarter receivables from the U.S. 
reporter exceeded $1 million.  

 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 
This section would 
be completed if 
contacted but the 
entity does not 
meet the reporting 
threshold. 
 
 

II. Annual 
Survey of 
U.S. Direct 
Investment 
Abroad (5 
parts) 

BE-11 
 

The purpose of the annual survey is to report annual 
financial and operating data of the U.S. reporter and its 
foreign affiliates.   
 
This survey has five forms. A U.S. reporter must file on a 
fully consolidated U.S. domestic business enterprise basis 
and for each of its foreign affiliates, whether they are held 
directly or indirectly. The U.S. reporter is required to report 
for each foreign affiliate; however, the U.S. reporter may 
file a consolidated report for affiliates in the same country 
when they are in the same detailed industry or when they 
are integral parts of the same business operation. A 
complete filing is one and only one BE–11A and one or 
more BE–11B, C, or D forms.  
 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 
 

  BE-11A This form is filed for the fully consolidated U.S. domestic 
business enterprise of a U.S. reporter that has a reportable 
foreign affiliate.  
 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 

  BE-11B This form is filed for a majority-owned (combined direct or 
indirect voting ownership interests (or the equivalent) of 
the U.S. parent exceed 50 percent) foreign affiliate that 
has total assets, sales or gross operating revenues, or net 
income of more than $60 million (positive or negative). If 
the affiliate is a foreign affiliate parent of another foreign 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 
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affiliate that is being reported on Form BE–11B or BE–11C, 
then this form must be filed for the foreign affiliate parent 
even if total assets, sales or gross operating revenues, or 
net income did not exceed $60 million (positive or 
negative). 
 

  BE-11C This form is filed for a minority-owned (combined direct or 
indirect voting ownership interests (or the equivalent) of 
the U.S. parent are at least 10 percent, but not more than 
50 percent) foreign affiliate that has total assets, sales or 
gross operating revenues, or net income of more than $60 
million (positive or negative). If the affiliate is a foreign 
affiliate parent of another foreign affiliate being reported 
on Form BE–11C, then this form must be filed for the 
foreign affiliate parent even if the total assets, sales or 
gross operating revenues, or net income do not exceed 
$60 million (positive or negative). 
 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 
 

  BE-11D This form is filed for a foreign affiliate established or 
acquired during the fiscal year that has total assets, sales 
or gross operating revenues, or net income of more than 
$25 million (positive or negative) but less than $60 million 
(positive or negative) at the end of the affiliate’s fiscal year. 
 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 

  BE–11 Claim 
for 
Exemption 

This form is filed if a U.S. person meets any of the following 
criteria:  
 
The U.S. person does not own or control, directly or 
indirectly, 10 percent or more of the voting securities of an 
incorporated foreign business enterprise or an equivalent 
interest in an unincorporated foreign business enterprise 
(including a branch or real estate held for other than 
personal use.)  
 
None of the U.S. reporter’s foreign affiliates are required 
to be reported on Form BE–11B, BE–11C, or BE–11D 
because all affiliates are exempt or because the U.S. 
reporter is fully consolidated in the report of another U.S. 
person.  
 
After the initial filing, this form is not required to be filed 
annually unless BEA contacts the U.S. business enterprise 
that is exempt from filing.  
 

Only entities 
contacted directly 
by BEA must file. 
This form would 
be completed if 
contacted but the 
entity does not 
meet the reporting 
threshold. 
 

III. Benchmark 
Survey of 
U.S. Direct 
Investment 
Abroad  

BE–10 The BE–10 survey is BEA’s most comprehensive survey of 
U.S. direct investment abroad. It is conducted every 5 
years (in lieu of the BE–11 annual survey). The most recent 
benchmark survey covered the fiscal year ending in 2014.  
 
This survey has five forms. A U.S. reporter must file on a 
fully consolidated U.S. domestic business enterprise basis 
and for each of its foreign affiliates, whether they are held 
directly or indirectly. The U.S. reporter is required to report 
for each foreign affiliate; however, the U.S. reporter may 
file a consolidated report for affiliates in the same country 
when they are in the same detailed industry or when they 
are integral parts of the same business operation. A 

Required from 
entities subject to 
the reporting 
requirements of 
the BE–10, 
whether or not 
contacted by BEA.  
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complete filing is one and only one BE–10A and one or 
more BE–10B, C, or D forms.  
 
Please note there are special rules for determining who is 
a resident individual as defined on page 5 of the Form BE-
10 instructions. 
 

  BE–10A This form is filed for the fully consolidated U.S. domestic 
business enterprise of a U.S. reporter that has a reportable 
foreign affiliate. 
 

May be Required 

  BE–10B This form is filed for majority-owned foreign affiliates of a 
U.S. parent that have assets, sales, or net income of more 
than $80 million (positive or negative). 
 

May be Required 

  BE–10C This form is filed for minority-owned foreign affiliates and 
for majority-owned foreign affiliates of U.S. parents that 
have assets, sales, or net income of more than $25 million 
(positive or negative) but less than $80 million (positive or 
negative).  
 
It is also filed for foreign affiliates that have assets, sales, 
or net income of $25 million or less (positive or negative) 
and that are foreign affiliate parents of other foreign 
affiliates that are filing forms BE–10B or BE–10C. 
 

May be Required 

  BE–10D This form is filed for foreign affiliates that have assets, 
sales, or net income of less than $25 million (positive or 
negative) and that are not foreign affiliate parents of other 
foreign affiliates that are being reported on form BE–10B 
or form BE–10C.  
 

May be Required  

  
 
 
 

BE–10 Claim 
for Not 
Filing 

This form is filed if a U.S. person meets ANY the following 
criteria:  
 
1) The U.S. person does not own or control, directly or 

indirectly, 10 percent or more of the voting securities of 
an incorporated foreign business enterprise or an 
equivalent interest in an unincorporated foreign 
business enterprise (including a branch or real estate 
held for other than personal use.) 
 

2) The U.S. person that owns or controls, directly or 
indirectly, 10 percent or more of the voting securities of 
an incorporated foreign business enterprise or an 
equivalent interest in an unincorporated foreign 
business enterprise (including a branch or real estate 
held for other than personal use), but this person is a 
citizen of a foreign country who is residing in the U.S. as 
a result of official employment by a foreign government 
(including the immediate family of the person) or who 
has been, or expects to be, residing in the United States 
for less than 1 year, or who is fully consolidated in the 
report of another U.S. person. 

 

A U.S. person that 
does not meet the 
filing 
requirements 
must still file Form 
BE-10 “Claim for 
Not Filing” if it has 
been contacted by 
the BEA about 
filing Form BE-10; 
otherwise a U.S. 
person is not 
required to file 
any BE-10 form.  
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If you have any questions, please contact your Rödl & Partner representative. 
 

Information above taken from the BEA’s “A Guide to BEA’s Direct Investment Surveys. 
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This publication contains general information and is not 
intended to be comprehensive or to provide legal, tax or other 
professional advice or services. This publication is not a 
substitute for such professional advice or services, and it 
should not be acted on or relied upon or used as a basis for any 
decision or action that may affect you or your business. Consult 
your advisor.  
 
We have made reasonable efforts to ensure the accuracy of the 
information contained in this publication, however this cannot 
be guaranteed. Neither Rödl Langford de Kock LP nor any of its 
subsidiaries nor any affiliate thereof or other related entity shall 
have any liability to any person or entity which relies on the 
information contained in this publication, including incidental 
or consequential damages arising from errors or omissions. Any 
such reliance is solely at user’s risk. 
 
Any tax and/or accounting advice contained herein is based on 
our understanding of the facts, assumptions we have been 
asked to make, and on the tax laws and/or accounting 
principles in effect as of the date of this advice. No assurance 
is given that the conclusions would be the same if the facts or 
assumptions change, or are not as we understand them, or that 
the tax laws and/or accounting principles will not change 
subsequent to the issuance of these conclusions. In addition, 
we do not undertake any continuing obligation to advise on 
future changes in the tax laws and/or accounting principles, or 
of the impact on the conclusions herein. 
 
No part of this document may be reproduced, retransmitted or 
otherwise redistributed in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, including by photocopying, facsimile 
transmission, recording, rekeying, or using any information 
storage and retrieval system, without written permission from 
Rödl Langford de Kock LP. 
 
Copyright © January 2019 Rödl Langford de Kock LP 
All rights reserved. 
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